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2 June 1961 . e

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD : :

 EUBJECT: Relations with Manolo RAY and the MRP

1. For background sce mny memorandurn of 1¢ day 1961, resorting on
mwy long session with Manolo RAY, Rogelio CISNERGS {Eugenio) and Erneno
BETANCOURT. As wiil be noted in that memorandum, »ianolo promised to
come uy with a prosyectus witnio approximately ten days' time, alter con-
gulting with his leaders {n Cuba.

2. On ) June 1961 Mr. Earpes called me to say that Mr. Goodwin hzad
been visited by 2(r. Ernesto BETANCOURT wao asked for immediate nnaaclal -
suppcrt for certain astivitles of the MARF which would run around 510, LI '

i dollars. MNr. Barnes asked me to contact EETANCOURT for the put;ose of °
ascertaining what the {unde were to be used for, exactly how much naaded, ete.’
P 1 called BETANCGURT and he told me that I snould get these getails from :
' : CISNEROQOS (Fugenio), who was staying at room 599 at the wasbington Hotel.
1 c2iled Eugenio and niade & daia for oi6 and Ray DuBsis {Rzy Adan.s is the
neme he uses with Rey and Cisneros) to call upen hitn., ¥e called on LX‘\‘REROS
&% approximately 1835 boure 1 June, and he'informed us that he had urgeat
neod {or pesos for use in support of his sabo.age and underground activities
in Cuba. He said his seople were absolwely without funds, needed money for: *
livinz expenacs, rransrortation porchase of snhotage equioment, sir favee foar
co-.xrie_re. and (or zssisting people to get out of orisoa, He said that it was i
now poseible for people to buy their way out of prison by bribing one of the - !
meny ‘ communist ' lewyers and judges. He thought that 4y, CG0 or 60, (¢
would meet irzmnedizte needs and that sore sort of arrangameu should be m-de
o o receive funds ~ 3¢, L90 monl.hly or taeresbouts ~ on & L{xcd and permanent
i basie. . . . .
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. 3, We made no commltmou to Eugenlo othor than zo uy dn.z we would i .
! pass his plea along 10 the {nterested poople. 1 reminded him that we had asked
P him and Manols 10 presare a plan for consideration and that we were suill
i welting for that plan, 1 said | personally doubted that enything could be done :
.umntil the plan was recaived from RAY. He ssid Manolo was planning to. come to
Washington on the afternoon of i June. with the plan, but that he himselfl was
having to retura ;o Miami immediately and it was vital he be able to take the
money with hirn, srrange in Miami for purchase of the pescs (at rate of i al = |

. SECHET

0y

\
-
.
e AT s vk« e



14-00000

c———

‘completely honest and tremendousiy conscientious. [t would be harder to ,
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money slresdy in Cuba - dollars would be delivered to owp&ri of the pesos who '

- arve fn Miami). I told him I would call him in the morning to let him know h-w

things uood..'

4. 1diacussed our meeting with CISNERCS with Tracy Barnes om the
morning of . June. It was Tracy's opinfon, in which 1 keartily concur, that
we should put out no money whaisoever until ~e have had a' chance (0 examine
Manolo's plan and (o study Just what recercussions or ran:ifications tkere
would be, policy-wise and otherwise, 10 a decislon 10 assist the MRP
enilaterally; that is, outside the Council and presumably without MIRO's
konowledge or consent. Since RAY has withdrgwn his group from the Council = | -
with a gres: deal of fanfare, it is most unlikely that MIRG would 1ok &indly S
oa any ullétu;ce to RAY, especially since he fecls he bas a rather firm : :
promise from the President to deal only through MIRO, © ° ’
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5. RAY, upon arrivel in Washington, will presumsbly take his >lan {along
with BETANCOURT) directly to Lir. Goodwin and I would 2lgo presume that
Goodwin will pass (t down to Tracy and T acy to us.  Ray DuBoie, wio has
beea Lispols's case olficer, is standing by in the avent he sbo_nld be needed.

- | perénxmlly feel very strongly thzt we should do nothing to sujsort the
plan, whatever it is, until we have received from the ¥hite House and the
Departmeat clear-cut, uneguivocal policy guidance on the overazll plan. I also
feel that now is the i me, {f we are §0ing t2 support the MRP unilaterally, to
insert 2 non-official cut ow into the operation. I would recommend that con- :
sideration Le given to using Mr. Harry Pleper (2 #AVE coniract employee) i
& kis job,  Harry is iemperaieniaily suiied, has a good business head, is B
fluent in Spanieh (lived <8 years in Cuba), is cleared, follows directions,

find a better person.

7. Algo, 1 would l{ke to point out the security risks inherent in any arrange~
monte with the RAY-BETANCOURT-CISNEROS trio. These fellows have had
eRsy accesr to the White House and to the Depariment, are notorious for their :
“planned leaks *, will probably presume ail the Department officials they deal
with are privy to the arrangamnent, and before we know it the whole exilo
community will be well aware that we are providing financial and material
Suppori to tha RAY group. { am not srguing against providing such support,
but am merely pointing out the real posential for embarrassinent to us if the :
matter {8 not handled with the greatest of precautions. 1 fcel they have become .
too closely identified with U, S, -oificialdom, including suyself, and that the
Plausible denial aspects, 1o daie at icast, are almost non-existent. oo L
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